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several parcels of property perhaps attached to each name.
An accurate block-and-lot map is the very foundation of
good assessing methods.

Another useful instrument for aiding the assessors is the
Land-value land-value map, which differs from the block-and-lot map in
maps. ^kaj. ft ajms to $iiOW values rather than areas and boundaries.
The land-value map is based upon the general principle
that a more or less definite relationship tends to exist between
the values of lots of the same general character in the same
locality; or of those in different localities subject to similar
value-determining influences. It shows by figures printed
on the four sides of every city block the value per frontage-
foot of an average inside lot, usually situated halfway be-
tween the two corners.1 In this way the relation of assessed
values on neighboring streets, or on opposite sides of the
same street, or in adjacent blocks, can be made clear at a
glance. Points showing high values will grade off toward
points showing low values; everywhere the scale of values
on one street will interlock with that of the next street in a
way that can be seen, understood, and compared. No
long argument is needed to demonstrate that a working
instrument of this sort makes for system and precision in
assessments. Land-value maps have been used with highly
advantageous results in New York, Cleveland, Milwaukee,
Trenton, Newark, and various other cities. To prevent any
misunderstanding, however, it should be explained that
these maps have nothing to do with the values of buildings.
All that has been written in the foregoing pages applies to
bsessment $1C assessment of city land alone, and not to the valuation of
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ags.            build%ng$ or improvements on land.   Large as arc the taxes

annually assessed on land, those levied on buildings are still
larger. This is probably true in all American cities; but one
cannot say so definitely, because many cities do not assess

1 For a reproduction (on a redueod scale) of one of tho land-value maps
used in New York City, soe the annual Report of the Commissioners of
Taxes find Assessments (New York, 1013), p, 127.